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Mark Your Calendar
* subject to change *

Tuesday, December 6
$1.00 Hat Day Fundraiser

Wednesday, December 7
Kinship Kindergarten Reading Buddies #3

Thursday, December 8
$1.00 Pajama Day Fundraiser

Thursday, December 13
2nd Grade Christmas Program

Wednesday, December 14
School Board Meeting

Wednesday, December 14
2nd Grade Comet Movie Theater

Thursday, December 15
Kindergarten Comet Movie Theater

Friday, December 16
First Grade Comet Movie Theater

Tuesday, December 20
Third Grade Comet Movie Theater

Wednesday, December 21
Fourth Grade Comet Movie Theater

Wednesday, December 21
Kinship Kindergarten Reading Buddies #4

Wednesday, December 21
Kindergarten Gingerbread Houses

Thursday, December 22
Schoolwide Sing-a-long

Friday, December 23
No School

Season of Giving

Greetings to all of our HOTL families as we enter one of the most enjoyable months of 
the year.  December is a month that is so special for kids.  December is a month that is 
also special to parents.  It is the season of giving!  All of us celebrate the season much 
differently but there is still one thing that we all have in common… the time we spend 
together is special as we all make wonderful memories together.  I hope that you find 
the time to spend as much time with your family as possible this upcoming winter 
break.

One thing that makes Perham a special community is how individuals help support one 
another during the holidays through generous gifts of time and money.  Here at Heart of 
the Lakes, we have always focused on simple Season of Giving opportunities for our 
students and families to help support a cause for those in need in our community.  Our 
students, families, and staff have always went up and beyond and made each of our 
giving campaigns successful.  This year we are going to host two separate $1.00 
campaigns to raise money for our school to help purchase gift cards for families in 
need.  

The first event, a Hat Day, is going to be on Tuesday, December 6th.  Students can wear 
at hat to school that day with a donation of $1.00.  

The second event, a Pajama Day, is going to be on Thursday, December 8th.  Students 
can wear pajamas to school that day with a donation of $1.00.

Regardless of ability to pay a $1.00 for one or both of those days, we want all students 
to be able to participate.  If your family wants to give up and beyond, we would gladly 
accept those donations.  All funds raised will help our HOTL families this holiday season.

One final highlight for the month of December is our Comet Movie Theater day for each 
grade level. It has been quite a few years since we have had this opportunity and I am 
extremely excited to bring this opportunity to our students.  The cost is $5.00 per child.  
The HIVE Parent Group is going to sponsor each child so they can have a pop and 
popcorn at the movie.  Also, a big thank you goes out to the HIVE Parent Group and 
Bremer Bank in Perham who have graciously offered to cover the cost of admission 
tickets for families in need.  It is the season of giving! 

Mr. Kunza

No School Friday, December 23rd through Monday, January 2nd.  School resumes Tuesday, January 3rd.  Enjoy the winter break.



2nd Grade Holiday Concert
Families of our 2nd grade students will be invited to our holiday 
concert on Tuesday, December 13th.  Look for more information 
coming home soon from our music teacher Mrs. Keckheisen and our 
2nd grade teachers. 

Student Progress Reports 
Progress reports were mailed home a few days ago.  Progress 
reports are a bit different than a traditional report card because 
progress is monitored throughout the entire school year.  Some 
students might take a little longer to show mastery of an expected 
skill or standard.  If you have any questions when you receive your 
child’s progress report, please contact your child’s teacher.

At Home Reading
A reminder that every month we are 
requiring our students to read 400 
minutes at home.  Each month there 
is a tracking calendar sent home to 
track your child’s progress 
throughout the month.  A good rule 
of thumb is to read 20 minutes for 
20 days a month.  

Morning Meetings Start at 8:20 am
School starts each morning at 8:20 am.  Teachers are ready to begin their morning promptly at 8:20 
am with their morning meeting.  What is a morning meeting and what is it important?  

Morning meetings are a time for all members of a class to join together and start the day. This daily 
check-in usually occurs with the class sitting closely together as a class, saying a “hello” in a 
greeting, sharing in a short discussion, and participating in a quick activity. This daily warm-up helps 
kids and adults transition into the day from home into the classroom. The purpose is to help 
everyone settle in and feel ready for the day. 

Morning Drop Off Times
Please be mindful of the time when you 
drop your child off at the school in the 
morning.  Our exterior doors to the 
school do not open until 7:45 am and 
our staff does not report to work until 
then. If you are dropping your child off 
before 7:45 am, they might not be able 
to get inside until an adult comes to the door.  

Outdoor Recess in the Winter
Please make sure your child comes prepared for outdoor recess every day.  Our school’s policy on outdoor 
recess is students go outside unless the windshield temperature is -10 degrees or there is inclement weather.

Student Pick Up Reminder
A quick reminder that we ask our parents to remain in their vehicles 
when picking up their children.  Our staff will walk your child to your 
vehicle. We understand that it isn’t always practical to remain in 
your vehicle, but we do have a lot of students getting picked up by 
their families in a short amount of time.

E-Learning Days 
We are now at the point in the 
school year when winter weather 
can cause a cancellation of 
school for the day.  Perham 
Public Schools has been 
approved by the state to use five E-Learning days each year to help 
reduce the number of days that need to be made up at the end of 
the school year.  Although the actual school has been closed for the 
day, educational requirements for all students is still required.

Students in grades K-4 are all given a choice board by their 
teacher.  Choice boards should have been sent home already or can 
be located in your child’s take-home folder.  Students are required 
to complete the Choice Board and return it to school within two 
school days.  Students that do not complete and turn in their Choice 
Boards will be counted as absent from school that day.

Buzz Buck Store Thank You
Thank you to the HIVE Parent Group for helping with our Buzz 
Buck Store redemption day.  It was a big success and that would 
not have been possible without the help of our amazing parents. I 
would also like to thank Schearer’s and KLN for their snack 
donations.  Thank you for your help.

It is never too late to get involved
with the HIVE Parent Group. Contact 
the school office for more information.



Jacket BEST Focus Word
For the month of December, our Jacket BEST focus word is compassion.  Compassion means we care 
about others, treat them with kindness, and feel a strong desire to help people in need. Compassion is 
empathy in action. For a six-year-old, compassion might look like giving a hug, making a card, or saying 
something kind to help a friend or family member who is feeling sad or upset.

School Improvement
Early this school year it was announced that HOTL was targeted for 
needed improvement on our 3rd and 4th grade MCA test scores.  
We have been working for three years with the State of Minnesota 
to make improvements and we did make some gains, but not quite 
enough to be exited.

Our next steps will be to start to identify our areas of strength and 
areas of improvement at HOTL.  Once our areas of improvement are 
identified, we will start to put together a plan to begin making 
changes to help our students become more successful.  We will 
keep you updated on our progress and share any necessary 
information when it becomes available.

One area that we need your immediate help is with a parent 
perception survey.  The survey will take about 15 minutes to 
complete.  This survey will provide our School Leadership Team with 
valuable information from our parents and community to help us 
identify areas of improvement.  

You can find links to the survey to the right or on the dialer 
instruction page that was just sent to you.  Thank you for your time 
and prompt attention in completing this survey.

Heggerty Phonics
This past Monday, November 28th,
teachers in Special Education, 
Preschool, Kindergarten, First, and 
Second Grade had training on a new
curriculum focused on phonics 
instruction.  The purpose of the new phonics curriculum is to help 
students with their reading skills. 

We are also in the process of assessing new reading curriculums 
with the hope to start the piloting process in the near future.  Our 
classroom teachers will be teaching from a few different 
curriculums before a final choice is made.  The plan is to purchase a 
new curriculum sometime within the next year.

Mrs. Smith
Second Grade

Mrs. Schmitz
Second Grade

Ms. Rutten
Second Grade

Mrs. Johnson
Fourth Grade

Mrs. Babler
Fourth Grade

Mrs. Heeter
Fourth Grade

Meet our 2nd 
Grade 

teachers!

Mrs. Buskirk
Second Grade

Mrs. Cresap
Second Grade

Meet our 4th 
Grade 

teachers!

Mrs. Marthaler
Fourth Grade

Mr. Hein
Fourth Grade

Parent Survey - English
Link → https://forms.gle/nj41wCxgJRNEvTgK9

Parent Survey - Spanish
Link → https://forms.gle/9eHUAKg14DsVwmfD9

https://forms.gle/nj41wCxgJRNEvTgK


Holiday Stress : How to Keep Calm
Source: Debbie Pincus, MS LMHC

Manage Your Expectations
Our culture tells us that the holidays are supposed to be happy, peaceful, loving times.  We feel 
obligated to cook delicious meals, choose the perfect gifts, and present a beautiful home.  
Expectations are high, but our families are imperfect, and we have trouble meeting expectations.

Anxiety is the Culprit
Anxiety is the culprit here because feeling anxious and reacting to our anxiety leads to lose it and 
react instead of responding calmly and thoughtfully. 

Understand that Anxiety is Contagious, and So is Calm
Anxiety is highly contagious in families. Even happy events can cause stress, and feelings of 
stress can spread like wildfire.  If you can get yourself under control and take responsibility for 
your anxiety levels, that feeling will spread to your family members.

Keep Normal Routines During the Holidays
Try to keep normal routines as much as possible.  During the holidays, it’s easy for your kids to 
become over-stimulated.  They’re tired from all the activity and lack of routine, have probably 
eaten too many sweets, and have spent too much time with siblings.  As best you can, try to keep 
routines in place.

Don’t Make the Holidays a Free Pass for Bad Behavior
If your kids are misbehaving, hold them accountable just as you would during the rest of the year.   
Provide the consequences you know are right for them, even if grandparents or aunts and uncles 
are suggested “better” ways of disciplining them.  

Don’t Let Others Control Your Emotions
Make it your number one commitment to not lose your cool no matter how others are behaving.

Have Clear Expectations
Be clear about what you expect from family members.  You should also be clear about what you 
are and aren’t responsible for.  Don’t over function for others as a way to manage your stress and 
then resent others because you feel burdened.  Focus on yourself. 

Parent 
Corner

6 Ways to Keep Your Kids 
Healthy During the Holidays
Source: Tiffany Chacon, Mommy of Mayhem!

1. Free them from gadgets
Set a limit of 30 minutes to an hour in front of 
the television during the holidays. 

2. Free them from gadgets
It’s a good idea to plan ahead of time for the 
holidays and develop a list of activities to keep 
the kids occupied.

3. Eat Healthy
Bring a healthy dish to dinner to ensure that 
there are healthy foods available.

4. Get Enough Sleep
School-aged children (6-12 years old) need 9 to 
12 hours of sleep per night.

5. Start the Day Right
Eat a healthy breakfast.  Children who eat 
breakfast daily are more likely to get essential 
nutrients and consume less fat and cholesterol. 

6. Focus on Food
Make the most of your children’s extra free time 
by involving them in preparing their meals.  
According to studies, children who learn to 
prepare their meals eat more fruits and 
vegetables.

Cold Weather Gear
Cold weather is here.  We make every effort to get our students outside 
for recess.   We are outside every day for 25 minutes so making sure you 
child is dressed appropriately is important.  We keep our students inside 
for recess if the wind chill drops to -10 below zero or if there is 
inclement weather.

If you need help with winter gear, please contact our school counselor, 
Brooklyn Thompson for help.

ChapStick
Dry, chapped lips can be very painful and be a big distraction to a child throughout the day.   Consider 
sending some ChapStick to school with your child.



Brooklyn C.
Kindergarten

Nora W.
Kindergarten

Millie G.
Kindergarten

Ellie A.
Kindergarten

Briggs G.
Kindergarten

Ricky D.
Kindergarten

Students of the Trimester 

Jameson H.
First Grade

Hallie P.
First Grade

Ryker T.
First Grade

Andrew L.
First Grade

Claire B.
First Grade

Liam H.
Second Grade

Oliva A.
Second Grade

Veronika A.
Second Grade

Zoe K.
Second Grade

Parker S.
Third Grade

Jocelyn A.
Third Grade

Josiah K.
Third Grade

Brantley P.
Third Grade

Sawyer P.
Third Grade

Lilli K.
Fourth Grade

Charlie K.
Fourth Grade

Estelle M.
Fourth Grade

Charlee M.
Fourth Grade

Congratulations! 



Aiden J. - Fourth Grade

Hailey D. - Second Grade

Mace T. - Third Grade

Outstanding Yellowjackets 

Breckyn Y. - First Grade Adley G. - Kindergarten


