
Dear HOTL Families and Students,

We have reached the end of a very challenging year for all of us. It has been a year full of changes,
adjusting to new normals and expectations while trying to navigate all of this together. Though it wasn’t
what we expected, we did do it together and always with our students and their learning in mind. We
want to thank you for your support, collaboration, and communication with us to make learning our
focus despite these changes.

The incredible importance of school and its structure for learning and socializing has become evident
this year. But an important part of our success every year is the role that families play. This past year
could not have been as successful as it was without the support and involvement of you, our families. It
may seem as though your role was diminished with the lack of being in the school and adjusting to the
unexpected parts of this year, but your role was vital. Attendance every year plays a key role in the
success of all students. This was highlighted this year and was crucial to the ongoing growth and
progress of students.  Our families’ commitments to adhering to changes, guidelines, and safety
precautions allowed HOTL to stay in an In-Person Learning Model for most of the year. Planning
conservatively with the goal of staying in the In-Person Learning Model as long as possible allowed us to
provide a powerful educational experience.  Students have made great progress because of this.

Communication is key to the success of any school year as well. This year had its challenges with the
constant changes, sometimes daily, to schedules or guidelines. Our classroom teachers worked
diligently to make sure that there was consistent contact between school and home.
Your partnership was the key to student progress and growth - working with them at home, connecting
them to lessons, and picking up materials to ensure learning could continue. That type of collaboration
and communication made our work easier.

Many of you have been asking what can be done this summer and how can you help your child(ren)
this summer despite all the disruptions this year. Our answer Is get outside. Go visit grandmas and
grandpas. Go to the woods and hike. Look for birds. Play with friends. Read for fun. Ride your bike. Swim in
the lake or pool. Go fishing. Build a fort. Make a rocket or learn a new hobby. Collect some trading cards.
Watch the stars. We all need to recalibrate. Our staff has been encouraged to do the same. With the
chance to adjust ourselves, we will find it easier to re-engage in learning this fall. So go out and enjoy
yourselves. We will meet you back here in September excited to bring back our community of learners
for new adventures in learning after your adventures in near and far reaching places. Have fun!

Liz Johnson
Principal
Heart of the Lakes Elementary


