
 
 
Dear HOTL Families, 
 
Many times I have tried to put into words how much we appreciate your patience and 
support, but more importantly your commitment to making this a great school year for your 
children. There have been so many distractions and changes, things that have been more 
important in the moment to inform you, and without bombarding you with message after 
message it fell to this moment. Though this is an extraordinary year with many changes and 
emotions and feelings of uncertainty, it is important for you to know that there are many 
positive things that have come from these changes. One of the most important things is the 
opportunity to be back together in our classrooms and in the building. The magic of the 
teacher, the classroom with classmates and the moments of learning that are unplanned 
and planned are irreplaceable. It cannot be replicated anywhere else no matter how hard we 
try. The joy of a school day, together learning and discussing, moving and collaborating with 
each other is a commitment we are working toward extending in these uncertain times. You, 
our families, our teachers and staff, and our community play a huge role in this. So, thank you 
for making the start of our year a positive one. You could sense a collective sigh from 
everyone as we came back to be in person and the appreciation of being here every day. 
 
With that sigh comes news that one of our administrative assistants, Joan Fudge, will be 
leaving us to spend time with her family and will be helping her grandkids during this time. 
Joan, as you may already know, is an invaluable asset to our school and families. Starting as 
a para and working through all three schools, she has been with the Perham School District 
for 26 years. In that time, she has been a positive and encouraging colleague, support and 
director of many. I personally cannot express how much Joan has been an amazing guide, 
historian, and mentor to me in my first two year as principal at HOTL. As I am sure many of 
you will agree, Joan has the amazing gift of kindness and patience that helps you grow and 
touches you in the moments needed the most. Making this choice was not easy for her, but 
also it was a choice she is excited about moving forward to adventures (on and off her bike.) 
We will miss her greatly. 
 
It is hard to believe it is October already and our fall conferences are fast approaching. Fall 
conferences will be virtual this year. Classroom teachers will be contacting you with the times 
you have already signed up for with a link to a virtual conference. We are working to have 
siblings close to one another for convenience purposes. We look forward to sharing with you 
information on the progress of your child both academically and socially, providing ideas of 
ways we can continue to work together for  his/her success.  
 
Bundle up! October with its cold winds, falling leaves, and chill in the air is here. It won’t stop 
us from going outside! Thank you again for a great start to our year and the partnership you 
are building with us. 


