
 
 
 
 

 

 

Learning respect and responsibility today  
to build successful tomorrows. 

 

Dear Heart of the Lakes families, 

I cannot express what a profound impact these past two weeks have had on my own 
view of the work, dedication, and intentionality we as educators use day in and day 
out with our students. This experience has solidified for all of us how our lives as 
educators are so connected and intertwined in the lives of our students. Bottom line, 
we have missed your children, our students, and the learning community we have 
been building with them all year. I want to express my appreciation to you for your 
support, communication, and trust in us as we create and pave a path into a new 
frontier of learning for our school.  

Though Heart of the Lakes Elementary’s day-to-day “normal” has been significantly 
disrupted, our staff’s commitment to the success and learning of each of our 
students has not changed. We have been transforming and stretching our thinking of 
what we can do. There have been heartfelt tears and worries on our part. We miss 
kids terribly. There have been powerful, thoughtful conversations that have renewed 
our commitment to common beliefs as educators. As the principal, I have seen the 
strengthening of teamwork, orchestrated efforts to construct and prepare the best 
educational plan we can without that face-to-face contact.  All of this with no 
context of what the next weeks (possibly longer) will bring, but with the anticipation 
we are coming together as a community, as classrooms, and as proud Yellow 
Jackets who are waiting for the “first day” all over again.  

And there is a lot of that… the excitement to see, hear, and talk with you again! 

Beginning Monday, March 30th, we begin implementing our Distance Learning Plan. 
Teachers, students, staff, and families will need to work together and make this the 
best transition we can. It will require patience and grace. We will need feedback and 
your commitment to do work with us to do our best to provide a successful distance 
learning education. 



I know there are many questions about logistics and how our school will continue to 
work through this period together. We will be taking every possible step to make HOTL 
a consistent nurturing part of our students’ days.  

What this looks like for all of us: 
● We will be learning and growing with you in this brand-new learning 

adventure. 
● We will do our best to celebrate and share successes that we find along the 

way. 
● We will do our best to be supportive, gracious, and understanding as we work 

out challenges. 
● We will provide the most equitable learning experience possible for all of our 

students. 
● We will do our best to communicate with your child as often as possible. 

This health crisis has multiple unknowns and rapidly changing guidelines. It will affect 
all members of our community in different ways, but know our commitment to a 
successful continuation of learning for all students is our priority. We’re looking 
forward to seeing our students soon! 

 

Heart of the Lakes Elementary Principal 

Liz Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 


